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and crew members (except the coal
passers, firemen, oilers, and
watertenders) to be divided into two
watches when at sea and engaged on a
voyage of less than 600 miles on the fol-
lowing categories of vessels:

(1) Towing vessel;
(2) Offshore supply vessel; or,
(3) Barge.
(d) Subject to exceptions, 46 U.S.C.

8104(h) permits a licensed master or
mate (pilot) operating a towing vessel
that is at least 26 feet in length meas-
ured from end to end over the deck (ex-
cluding sheer) to work not more than
12 hours in a consecutive 24 hour period
except in an emergency. The Coast
Guard interprets this, in conjunction
with other provisions of the law, to
permit licensed masters or mates (pi-
lots) serving as operators of towing
vessels that are not subject to the pro-
visions of the Officers’ Competency
Certificates Convention, 1936, to be di-
vided into two watches regardless of
the length of the voyage.

(e) Fish processing vessels are subject
to various provisions of 46 U.S.C. 8104
concerning watches.

(1) For fish processing vessels that
entered into service before January 1,
1988, the following watch requirements
apply to the licensed officers and deck
crew:

(i) If over 5000 gross tons—three
watches.

(ii) If more than 1600 gross tons and
not more than 5000 gross tons—two
watches.

(iii) If not more than 1600 gross
tons—no watch division specified.

(2) For fish Processing vessels which
enter into service after December 31,
1987, the following watch requirements
apply to the licensed officers and deck
crew:

(i) If over 5000 gross tons—three
watches.

(ii) If not more than 5000 gross tons
and having more than 16 individuals on
board primarily employed in the prepa-
ration of fish or fish products—two
watches.

(iii) If not more than 5000 gross tons
and having not more than 16 individ-
uals on board primarily employed in

the preparation of fish or fish prod-
ucts—no watch division specified.

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38652, Oct. 16, 1987, as
amended by USCG–1999–6224, 64 FR 63235,
Nov. 19, 1999]

§ 15.710 Working hours.
In addition to prescribing watch re-

quirements, 46 U.S.C. 8104 sets limita-
tions on the working hours of licensed
individuals and crew members, pre-
scribes certain rest periods. and pro-
hibits unnecessary work on Sundays
and certain holidays when the vessel is
in a safe harbor. It is the responsibilty
of the master or person in charge to en-
sure that these limitations are met.
However, under 46 U.S.C. 8104(f), the
master or other licensed individual can
require any part of the crew to work
when, in his or her judgment, they are
needed for:

(a) Maneuvering, shifting berth,
mooring, unmooring;

(b) Performing work necessary for
the safety of the vessel, or the vessel’s
passengers, crew, or cargo;

(c) Saving of life on board another
vessel in jeopardy; or,

(d) Performing fire, lifeboat, or other
drills in port or at sea.

§ 15.715 Automated vessels.
(a) Coast Guard acceptance of auto-

mated systems to replace specific per-
sonnel or to reduce overall crew re-
quirements is predicated upon the ca-
pabilities of the system, the system’s
demonstrated and continuing reli-
ability, and a planned maintenance
program that ensures continued safe
operation of the vessel.

(b) The OCMI considers the capabili-
ties of an automated system in estab-
lishing initial manning levels; how-
ever, until the system is proven reli-
able, a manning level adequate to oper-
ate in a continuously attended mode
will be specified on a vessel’s COI. It
remains the responsibility of the ves-
sel’s master to determine when a con-
tinuous watch is necessary.

§ 15.720 Use of non-U.S. licensed and/
or documented personnel.

(a) United States vessels which need
to replace one or more persons while on
a foreign voyage and outside the juris-
diction of the United States, in order
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